The all-too short intermission in our hectic schedules around the end of an old and the beginning of a new year should be the time to express gratitude and appreciation for the past, and hopes and expectations for the 12 months to come.
them a fruitful and interesting tenure with Diabetologia for the next 4 years.
This should also be the opportunity to mention the generous support offered recently by Les Laboratoires Servier (France) and Novo Industri (FRG), who have enabled the Editor to distribute 40 subscriptions of Diabetologia to Eastern European colleagues for a period of 2 years free of charge. This is a particular example of the unselfish support of the pharmaceutical industry in helping scientists with their need to obtain access to the joumal -a generosity which I hope might become an example for others to follow with regard to the distribution of a limited number of Diabetologia copies to various parts of the world where the necessary fundingfor various reasons -is difficult to come by.
Further on in this issue you will find an announce- Research Appropriations Programme, has become a most welcome opportunity for European investigators to obtain support and to cooperate with a generous, non-governmental and non-bureaucratic organisation of people who really care about "finding a cure". The fact that JDF-I really cares for the future (also) of (European) diabetology is underlined by their initiative and funding of a first workshop for 80 medical students from all over Europe which will be held in January 1987 in Copenhagen -an exciting event to train (very) young colleagues in basic aspects of diabetes research and to allow them to establish personal contact with leaders in the field and exchange ideas on an international basis. Many thanks to the JDF-I for their active interest and support to European diabetology; let us hope that we will be able to justify JDF-I's European programme in the year(s) to come. 
